
Easter Tote Bag 

Supplies  
• 5 Fat Quarters

• Fusible Interfacing

• Basic Sewing Supplies


Cutting 
• 2 Fat Quarters for lining fabric - cut each to 14"x18"

• 2 Fat Quarters for Quilted Exterior Bottom of bag 

• from 1 fat quarter cut 12 squares 4"x4" and one handle 5"x17.5"

• from 1 fat quarter cut 12 squares 4"x4" and one handle 5"x17.5"


• 1 Fat Quarter for exterior top panel - cut 2 pieces 8"x15"

• If using fusible Interfacing

• cut 2 for quilted exterior bottom - 13”x17

• cut 2 for exterior top panel - 9”x17’

• cut 2 for handles - 6”x18"
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Draw Grid On Interfacing 

On both pieces of interfacing for the quilted exterior bottom of the tote bag draw a grid of 4x4” 
squares.  The grid should be 3 row x 4 columns.


After drawing your grid you will place your half of your cut 4x4” squares in checkerboard 
pattern on the interfacing (make sure you are on the side with the “glue”… it should feel a little 
bumpy) and fuse them in place with your iron.  Make sure to place a piece of parchment paper 
over the fabric squares and interfacing so you don’t get any glue on your iron.


Complete this step with the front and back quilted panels.


Sewing your Quilted Tote Panels 
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Trim off any excess interfacing.


Fold the patchwork unit along the horizontal seam and sew with a 1⁄4" seam allowance. Clip 
the seams at the intersections between each fabric square.  Fold the patchwork unit along 
each vertical seam and sew with a 1⁄4" seam allowance, nesting the seams as you work 
Repeat Steps above above with the second patchwork unit.

Press the patchwork units from both sides, using a press cloth when pressing from the back if 
using interfacing.


Sew the Bag Exterior Panels Together 
Iron the interfacing for the Top Exterior panels in place and trim off excess interfacing.


Sew one exterior top to one exterior bottom  along the 15” edge.  Press and square up by 
trimming if needed.


Pin assembled exterior pieces right sides together.   Sew sides and bottom with 1/2” seam 
allowance.


Press seams open.


Sew Interior Lining 
Pin lining pieces right sides together.  Sew along both sides and bottom of bag.

Press seams open.


Box the Bottom of the Exterior and Interior Lining of 
Bag 
Pin bottom seams of interior and exterior of the bag to one side seam to create boxed bottom.  
Measure in 1.5” from corner and mark.  Sew across, creating a triangle at the corner.  Repeat 
on the other side.  Trim the corners to 1/2” from stitch line.
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Make Handles 
Iron the interfacing to both handles if you are using and trim off any excess interfacing.


Fold one handle in half lengthwise, wrong sides together, and press.  Open, then fold both long 
edges toward the center crease and press.  Refold along center crease and press.  Use pins or 
wonder clips to hold in place until you sew.  Repeat with other handle.  


Edge stitch along both long edges of the handle.


Attach Handles to exterior of bag 
With exterior bag right side out, measure 4” in from each side seam and mark.  Repeat with the 
back of bag as well.

Center shop edges of handles over marks, with raw edges aligned, and pin in place.  Sew in 
place using a 1/4” seam allowance.


Sew Lining to Exterior 
Turn exterior inside out.


Turn Lining right side out.


Place lining inside exterior so right sides are together and pin along the top, matching the side 
seams.  Mark at least a 3” opening between the handles on the top of the bag so you can turn 
the bag right side out after sewing.  Sew around the top edge of the bag using a 1/4” seam 
allowance leaving the marked gap unsewn.


Turn the bag right side out through the opening you left unsewn.


Tuck the lining inside the bag and press the seam allowance into the opening you left unseen.  
Press the top edge of the bag nice and even.


Edge stitch all the way around the back to complete.
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